On the Movements of the Heart. By M. Monod. (Bulletin de VAcatkmie de Medecine, 7th February 1843.)?M. Monod had an excellent opportunity of examining the movements of the heart in an infant, which was born with thoracic ectopia, the parietes of the thorax being deficient, and the heart being visible to the eye. The pericardium also was wanting. The child lived 14 hours, but during this time many important facts were ascertained.
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The contractions of the ventricles of the heart did not take place over its whole surface at the same moment, but progressed from the base to the apex j at the same time the organ became of a pale colour, its surface wrinkled, a movement of twisting from right to left was observed, and lastly, the apex of the heart was carried upwards and forwards.
The distole presented the same phenomena, but in an opposite order. The heart relaxed suddenly ; then tne ventricular cavity became filled with blood, swelled out, became elongated, and the apex was projected downwards. If the total duration of these two movements were divided into four equal spaces of time, it would be seen that the systole occupied three of these, the diastole only one.
The contractions of the auricles commenced in their free appendices; but in them the duration of the contraction and relaxation were in the inverse ratio of those of the auricles. The systole, or contractions, occupied only one-fourth of the time, the diastole, or relaxation, three-fourths.
With regard to the order of the succession of movements, both ventricles contract at the same time, and both relax together; it is the same with the auricles. There are two periods of repose ; one, which is the shortest, is between the first and second sound; the other, which is the longest, between the second sound and the first.
In this case the maximum of intensity of the first sound did not occur at the base of the ventricles, but at the middle of their fleshy walls ; and M. Monod thinks that it was caused by the shock of the walls of the ventricles against the internal fleshy columns at the moment of contraction. However, in the meantime, I beg to state that I conceived the idea of it, and mentioned it to a number of persons about half-a year before there was any account of it in the newspapers ; from -the instrument-maker who may be employed to make it, I shall be able to learn whether it was his own invention, or communicated to him by one of the many who heard of it here.
My friends Dr Mackenzie and Dr Johnston, fellow students and graduates in the same year, will pardon my mentioning their names in this public manner, which I do only because, I distinctly remember speaking to Dr Mackenzie on the subject.
It is only some of the.men convicted of desertion that are branded, the mark is done by a serjeant, in the presence of a medical officer, and below the left axilla or on the left arm ; it is in case the man should desert a second time and offer to enlist, and as the purpose of knowing him again would be equally well answered by branding him on a less conspicuous part of the body, the upper and inner part of the thigh would perhaps be a better spot for placing this sign, than the breast or arm.
In the navy and in the marines when embarked, there is no marking of deserters; in the marines when on shore, the custom is the same as in the line. 
